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Green-Graves. 
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" When brought to' receive sen- 
tence, sbe behaved in such 'a frantic 
manner, a!3 proved her mind to be 
in a distracted and desponding state: 
the child was sucking at her breast 
when she set out for Tyburn. Let 
us reflect a little on this woman's 
fate 

"The poet says, 'An honest 
man's the noblest work of God.* He 
might have said, with equal truth, 
that a beauteous woman's the noblest 
work of God. 

" But for what cause was God's 
creation robbed qf this its noblest 
■work? It was for no injury:' but 
for a mere attempt to clothe two 
naked children, by unlawful means. 
Compare this with what the state, 
did, and what the law did. The 
state bereaved the woman of her 
husband, and" the children of a fa- 
ther, who was 'all their support: 
the law deprived the woman of her 
life, and the children of tlieir' re- 
maining parent; exposing them to 
every danger, insult/ and merciless 
treatment, tWt destitute and help- 
less orphans suffer. Take all these 
circumstances together, I do not be- 
lieve, that a fouler murder was ever 
committed against law,- than the 
murder of this woman by law. Some 
who he'aT me are perhaps blaming 
thejudgesi the jury, the hangman; 
but neither the judge, }u¥y, nor 
hangmaii, are to blame; they are 
ministerial agents. The true hang- 
man is the member of Parliament : 
be who frames the bloody la* is an- 
swerable, for the blood that' is shed 
under it." 

The facts stated in this speech 
prove, that the state is frequently 
more guilty than the wretch who 
offends against the laws. ThG in- 
sertion of it may be useful now when 
the public attention is in some de- 
gree turned to the subject of substi- 
tuting certainty for severity of puu- 
ishuieirt. A' Header. 



For the Belfast Mdnthlij Magazine. 

GREEN-GRAVES. 

IT will gratify any person, who, 
from a motive of cu'ribsilv, can 
turn a little aside (about a quarter of 
a mile,) from the thoroughiare of 
business, to see a Crom'lKch, or 
stone of worship, oh the right hand 
of the road leading from Belfast to 
Newto'wnar.ls, at a place called 
Green-Graves, aiid about a mile and: 
a" half from Dundonald, (so namedj 
probably, from the sepulchral mount 
adjacent, the mount of Donald, a 
chieftain resting under it); This' 
Cromlech, consisting of one larue 
rock, supported on five others, smal- 
ler in stee, two in front, of a wedge 
shape at top, and a' third' lying 
across the remaining two, upon 
which, and the two' front supporters, 
the great stone majestically reposes ; , 
in an inclined position, a's is gene- 
rally th'e Case, in this dfuidical monu- 
ment. Though perhaps not' the 
largest of many to be seen in differ- 
ent parts of Ireland, 11 certainly, on 
a near approach to it, has a' respect- 
able, not to say a sublime, aspect; 
particularly when accompanied with 
the ideas' of great antiquity,' greilt 
power in the construction, and a 
great obscurity respecting its origi- 
nal destination. 

My Sozinante, who thinks as 
little of the pastas he does of the 
future, and is ndw come to a time of 
life when he can no longer boast of 
any nice sensibilities, no sooner 
came witfim sight of the sloping 
stone, than, by pricking up his ears, 
and a sudden- start, h6 roundly de- 
clared, that he had never met with: 
such a thtng in the whole course of 
his life? nor could my repeated as- 
surances, that it was nothing but a- 
>tone,(such as tin Mac. Gout might 
have worn in his ring,) induce him 
to cross aii imaginary circle, which 
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kept him at an awful and admiring 
distance. The Duke de Vendomes. 
used to say, that in all the disputes 
he had seen between the mule and 
the muleteer, and he had seen many 
hundreds, the mule was always 
right in the argument, and his driver 
in the wrong. Iti the present in- 
stance, I confess, I thought my 
beast was entirely and obstinately 
in the wrong, but I conceded . the 
point to him, and allowed him to 
graze at the distance he thought 
most agreeable. 

Alas '. another misfortune took 
place. I was not so much of an in- 
quisitive traveller as to have pro- 
Tided myself with a three foot rule. 
1 could not, therefore, reduce the 
sublime to the measurement of in- 
ches, and could only make a rough 
guess at the dimensions. I should 
think the large stone about 9 feet in 
length, 8 feet across, and 4 feet iti 
thickness. The two stones in 
front which support it, are about 
4 feet and a half, and as the whole 
rests upon rocky ground, there 
is no likelihood, that the earth could 
have been dug below the large 
stone, and the supporters, by this 
means, conveyed under it. I sup- 
pose the stone may be between 29 
and .90 ton weight. 

Which of the six mechanical 
powers, either singly or in compli- 
cation, have been made use of in 
the raising of this large rock, or has 
it been accomplished merely by the 
moving power of the human muscle? 
In rude and barbarous times, there 
Was often a great number of men 
collected for the purposes of war, 
or predatory invasion of neighbour- 
ing tribes, and this collection of hu* 
fiian strength often lay idle and un- 
employed, a state uneasy in itself* 
and which willingly served as an 
instrument or a machine for the pur- 
poses of the prevailing SLPrerstition. 
Religion is a mighty moving power, 
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and the ministers of religious rites» 
by placing, as it were, a liitle finger 
upon the end of this long lever of 
bodily strength and mental credulity, 
have overconte great resistances, and 
raised heavy weights, in the long 
past times. 

It is indeed surprising that such 
perduring monuments, which mock 
the crumblingsttuctures of later days, 
and even puzzle the sagacity of an- 
tiquarians in explaining the mode 
or purpose of their construction, 
such as the pyramids ; the sculptured 
caves in various parts of India ; the 
prodigies of labour in monumental 
hieroglyphics ; and even our bar- 
rows, and ratlis, and sloping stones, 
should have been formed in the 
earliest and most ignorant ages, 
when the capital advantages of the 
mechanical power in raising and re- 
moving : in giving direction ; and 
in application of action, were either 
disused, or entirely unknown. The 
feats of human strength seem to sur- 
pass the feats of human ingenuity, 
in sublimity of effect, and in perma- 
nence of structure. Mankind be- 
gins with the great, and dwindles 
into the beautiful. The former en- 
dures, because human power is, as 
it were, incorporated with the du- 
rability of nature; and the rath of 
Dundonald, and the sloping stone 
at Green-Graves will long survive 
the perishable architecture of man, 
" What now remains to her of all 
her edifices, of all her monuments ? 
A Persian barbarian overthrew her 
temples. A fanatic Arab burnt her 
hooks j and one solitary obelisk: 
raised on its ruins, says to the pas- 
sengers * Hgkk stood Heuopous." 

A. 
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